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Armenian convent on our left. We entered
here, and found Turkish guards seated at the
door, who took our pistols from us before we
went in* and who were evidently placed there
as police-officers to preserve order. There was
an air of neatness and comfort about this con-
vant which was superior to any thing I had seen
throughout the city ; and the tranquillity, the
cleanliness, and the cheerful aspect of the place,
seemed to be all in harmony with each other.
This convent, with its church and garden?,
occupies the whole of that part of the supposed
Mount Sion which is within the city, the south-
ern walls going directly across its summit, and
consequently excluding at least one half of it.
The establishment is spacious, and well pro-
vided with everv comfort for the accommodation
V
of pilgrims, as the Armenians are compelled to
receive and maintain all the worshippers of their
sect during their stay in Jerusalem, which is
not" the casfc with any other of the Christian
churches. The funds*'of this convent, though
there are neither rich public bodies, nor devout
sovereign prmces to contribute to them, are said to
be superior to all others here, and every thing
be&mging to their establishment confirms the re-
port ; so that their devotees must be more wealthy,
or their adherents more numerous, or the rich
traders of their nation more devout, than those
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